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Vegetation
Mature soils develop slowly
to form 1” of soil it takes about 100 years in a deciduous rainforest
to form 1” of soil in desert takes about 1,000 years
Provides roots - hold the soil in place
crown vetch – Penn State developed
grass has an extensive root system – prairie
	perennial – many growing seasons
	root system of 80 feet
in grasslands we have a distinct rainy season – 3-4 months, distinct dry season – 6-7 months
grasslands are very rich in nutrients
periodically nature burns the grasslands, burns away the dead material 
annual grasses – replace perennials in plain states – have one growing season
	corn, wheat, rye
	root system of about 8 feet
our soils are not as rich as those in the grasslands
Organic matter – causes the color of the soil to deepen (darker the soil, the richer they are)
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